
w
w

w
.jh

m
ki

nd
er

m
us

eu
m

.n
l

Torah

The Torah is the core of the Jewish Bible (also known as the Old 
Testament). The scroll contains five books with stories and rules to 
live by. These stories describe how the world was created, who the 
first people were and how the Jewish people came to be. The rules 
of the Torah are helpful tools for living consciously. People need 
guidelines to ensure that they take good care of each other and with 
this good care of their society. How you apply these guidelines in 
daily practice is explained by scholars in special books. 

The Hebrew text of the Torah is handwritten on a parchment scroll. 
Parchment resembles paper but is made of animal skin. Both the 
beginning and the end of the scroll are fastened to a wooden staff. 
When a Torah scroll is completely unrolled, it is more than fifty feet 
long.

You never finish reading the Torah. Once you’ve read the last passage, 
you immediately begin again. On that day there’s a celebration in 
the synagogue; people even dance with the Torah.

The Torah is kept in a special cupboard in the synagogue. The 
scroll of parchment is held together by a soft cloth sash. A velvet 
or beautifully embroidered mantle covers the Torah. Two finials are 
then placed on the wooden staffs. These often resemble church 
towers or are fruit-shaped like a pomegranate. Displayed at the top 
of this cupboard are the stone tablets of the Ten Commandments.

Tip from Max

Working on a school project about the Torah? 
Show the animated film Torah.

My notes:

http://www.jhmkindermuseum.nl/index.php?taal=0#/study/ST_click04

